
             Dive Into Summer Reading!    

Dear Parents & Guardians, 

We are excited to announce our Optional Summer Reading Challenge. This program is 

designed to keep our students’ minds sharp, engaged, and ready for the next school year. 

Here is everything you need to know: 

       The Reading Challenge 

What to read: Students should choose one fiction and one non-fiction book from the list for the 

grade level they will be entering next school year. 

Is there a project? No! There is no mandatory project or assignment to turn in. 

Pro Tip: We recommend that students write a quick, brief summary of each book after reading. 

This is not for a grade, but it will serve as an excellent reminder of the story when they return to 

school. 

       Earn Points & Epic Rewards! 

When the new school year begins, students will take Accelerated Reader (AR) quizzes on the 

summer books they read. 

Pass the Quiz: Students who pass their summer book quizzes will receive a special prize to kick 

off the year! 

Accumulate Points: The points from these quizzes will count directly toward their first AR goal of 

the new school year. 

The Grand Prize: Students who successfully reach their AR goal will be celebrated with an 

exclusive AR Goal Party! 

  Accessing the Full District Resources 

The book titles have been selected from the school district's official summer reading website.  

Approved booklists by grade-level configuration can be found at the following M-DCPS K12 

Summer Reading website: 

     http://read.dadeschools.net 

   Questions? 

Participation is completely optional, but highly encouraged to give your child a fantastic head 

start for next year. Grab a book, find some shade, and happy reading! 

For the grade-level book lists, please check the lists below. 

 

http://read.dadeschools.net/


 

Kindergarten 

• Fiction (choose 1): 
o Little Bunny’s Sleepless Night by Carol Roth 
o Go Be Wonderful! by Donna Gephart 
o 1, 2, 3, Off to School! by Marianne Dubuc 

• Nonfiction (choose 1): 
o Old MacDonald Had a Farm by Jane Cabrera 
o Brown Baby Lullaby by Tameka Fryer Brown 
o Fish and Wave by Sergio Ruzzier 

1st Grade 

• Fiction (choose 1): 
o Big by Vashti Harrison 
o See the Cat: Three Stories About a Dog by David LaRochelle 
o Blue Floats Away by Travis Jonker 

• Nonfiction (choose 1): 
o Polar Bears by Anastasia Suen 
o Fight Pollution, Big Bird by Jennifer Boothroyd 
o Beaks! by Sneed B. Collard III 

2nd Grade 

• Fiction (choose 1): 
o Charlie & Mouse by Laurel Snyder 
o A Bear, a Bee, and a Honey Tree by Daniel Bernstrom 
o Bitsy Bat, School Star by Kaz Windness 

• Nonfiction (choose 1): 
o There Was an Old Scientist Who Swallowed a Dinosaur! by Lucille Colandro 
o A Dinosaur Named Ruth: How Ruth Mason Discovered Fossils in Her Own 

Backyard by Julia Lyon 
o Mars! Earthlings Welcome by Stacy McAnulty 

3rd Grade 

• Fiction (choose 1): 
o It’s Me, Henry by Stéphanie Deslauriers 
o Mr. Corbett Is in Orbit! by Dan Gutman 
o My Life Begins by Patricia MacLachlan 

• Nonfiction (choose 1): 
o I am Anne Frank by Brad Meltzer 
o I am Frida Kahlo by Brad Meltzer 
o I am Muhammad Ali by Brad Meltzer 

 

 



4th Grade 

• Fiction (choose 1): 
o Elf Dog and Owl Head by M. T. Anderson 
o The One Thing You’d Save by Linda Sue Park 
o Egg Marks the Spot by Amy Timberlake 

• Nonfiction (choose 1): 
o Unspeakable: The Tulsa Race Massacre by Carole Boston Weatherford 
o Ducks Overboard!: A True Story of Plastic in Our Oceans by Markus Motum 
o A Life of Service: The Story of Senator Tammy Duckworth by Christina 

Soontornvat 

5th Grade 

• Fiction (choose 1): 
o Just Harriet by Elana K. Arnold 
o Confessions of a Dork Lord by Mike Johnston 
o Ghost Squad by Claribel A. Ortega 

• Nonfiction (choose 1): 
o Nina: A Story of Nina Simone by Traci N. Todd 
o Unspeakable: The Tulsa Race Massacre by Carole Boston Weatherford 
o Ducks Overboard!: A True Story of Plastic in Our Oceans by Markus Motum 

 

 


